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Bring them home

The U.S. pledges to help Nigeria recover
the 276 schoolgirls kidnapped by the
Boko Haram terror group. Page 3

Hey Brandkamp, why
are you wearing
that shirt?
Jeff Yoder passes down the Friday
guy to a lucky freshman. Page 5
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A very tangled web
“Amazing Spider-Man 2” is uneven
but still spins along. Page 6

The sexual pluralist
revolution: reasons
to be skeptical

The sexual pluralism movement has grown
in Western culture recently. Page 7

Softball lights up
tourney en route
to Nationals

The TU softball team won the Crossroads
League regular season title and followed
it up by winning the conference tournament last Friday at home. Page 8
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@TheEcho_Taylor
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Open doors, open to threats
Students compromise own
security with negligence
Abigail Pollock

World & National Editor

It was 3:30 in the morning, and the
outer door of Wolgemuth opened easily without a key card.
Exterior doors to apartment housing are meant to be secured at all
times, yet the Wolgemuth doors are
often found unlocked. Chief of Police
Jeff Wallace brought up electronic errors in the lockdown system as a possible explanation for malfunctions.
“The electronic systems in the residence halls in charge of lock down are
not without fault,” Wallace said. But
what we have found is that prior incidents of the door being propped open
multiple times will start to offset the
connections that it requires, leading
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to maintenance issues.”
Hannah Espiritu, a senior living in
Wolgemuth, shared that it was not
uncommon for her to find the external doors unlocked during the day.
“It bothers me that the doors are
unlocked often, and that anyone from
on or off campus could come in and
have access to most of the apartments without anyone noticing,” she
said.
Many students do not lock their
apartments or dorm rooms behind
them on a daily basis. Bikes and cars
are also left unlocked, and valuable
possessions such as laptops can be
found unattended in common spaces.
In fact, most students rely on a combination of external security measures
and faith in the Taylor community
when it comes to safety.
The question may be whether there
is inherent conflict between student

Co-Editor in Chief

It’s her face: the only part of her body
She can control.
You’ve seen it. You know what it
looks like. Her mouth is a bright
smile—stretched to its limit. Her eyes
are open to the world—and closed to
the inner battle.
She wears her face like it’s makeup.
She never goes out without putting it on. She wears her face to project happiness—because that’s all She
wants you to notice.
In class. At lunch.
When She waves at you in the hall.
When She hangs out with you on the
weekend.
You don’t know what it means. You
don’t know why She wears it, or why
She keeps it.
But She knows.

safety and the desire for open, trusting community.
“We have an amazing community here. But we don’t live in a fenced
in, locked down, walled facility—we
are an open campus. We have facilities that are open to the public, as it
should be,” Wallace said.
Security priorities remain focused
on exterior locks and their ability to
prevent initial entry to secured buildings. Residence doors not managed
by a front desk are intended to be
open only when there are workers in
the building. All residence hall exterior doors are locked down at 1 a.m.,
according to Wallace.
“The only time doors are open
or unlocked are if somebody opens
them. When we come around to residence halls at three in the morning,
and there’s a rock in the door, that’s a
problem. Propping open doors is the

Open continued on page 2

The Unspoken

loud

Editor’s Note: This is the third

article in a series exploring issues
often viewed as too sensitive for
public discussion. Our intent as
a newspaper is not to provoke
controversy, but rather to spur
on authentic dialogue and
positive vulnerability among
Taylor’s students. The following
is an alleged account of sexual
abuse as told by a Taylor student
to The Echo. The student’s name
has been omitted for privacy
and legal reasons.

She wears the face today so you
won’t ask about what happened to
her last night.
It started with days of hugs and
kisses. With coffee, and promises, and
comfort and cuddling late at night.
With the discovery of a high price
tag.
It escalated with months of threats
and tears . . . and time after time of
telling him no—followed by violation.
It sustained in a pattern of manipulation, and heedless sex, and helplessness and bruises on both her skin
and her soul. But it was never enough.
And when escape was blocked by
locked doors and hurtful hands, She
gave into his voice.
The voice that said no one else
would ever love her. Because She was
used. Because She was spoiled.
It culminated in a night of sobs and

number one security threat that we
face,” Wallace said.
Breuninger was designed as a
double-security system, with card
swipes on both exterior doors and
doors leading to individual halls. It is
much more difficult to retrofit an older existing building for card access,
however. Vice President for Business
Administration Ron Sutherland confirmed that a review of all manual key
and electronic card key processes is
currently underway on campus. Wallace is part of a team evaluating associated safety and logistical issues,
which will present recommendations
for Taylor’s next steps in security.
“It’s expensive, and it may take
time, but it doesn’t mean it won’t get
done. We put residence halls as a very
high importance—the most important, in all of our discussions so far,”
Sutherland said.
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shudders as She laid in the back of the
car and begged.
Just one more time, he told her. If
She truly loved him, She would let
him have her.
One more time.
“If you love me and you love God
like you said you did, why wouldn’t

you want to honor me and to honor God?” She asked. “Why is it so important? Is it more important to you
than I am?”
She told him She didn’t want it.
He took her without permission.
And She laid there and cried.
Unspoken continued on page 4
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Currently, Taylor’s plan is to plant more
trees south of the parking lot and then to
build a wetlands area north of the Randall
Environmental Science Complex, according
to Sutherland.
Building the Breuninger bayou

Pro-Russian separatists to go ahead
with eastern Ukraine referendum
www.cnn.com

Rebels Blow up Historic Aleppo Hotel
in Syria
www.abcnews.go.com

New frog species found in troubled
Indian habitat
www.hosted.ap.org

Safety, like nearly everything else
that happens within community, is
not individualized. Students have a
responsibility not only to themselves,
but to their peers as well. According
to Cavanagh, campus culture can be
problematic when it comes to personal safety.
“Students just need to be aware
of their assumptions, think through
personal safety and understand the
issues. Don’t think you’re immature
because you’re taking appropriate
precautions. Lots of times, any
concern is dismissed as being
paranoid, as if people are more
mature if they don’t care about
safety,” Cavanagh said.
In addition, one of the greatest
strengths of a community is its ability to look out for one another. If a
door is malfunctioning, students can
report the issue to residence life or
campus safety. Students can cultivate
awareness of people who they don’t
recognize or who look out of place.
Even if a student isn’t personally willing to confront a stranger, it is appropriate to notify a Taylor staff member
about a potentially suspicious person
or situation.
When it comes to communal responsibility, the most pressing issue

is doors being propped open, according to Cavanagh.
“This article is especially appropriate with the end of the year coming up. People prop doors open while
they move stuff in and out. I just don’t
know what the middle ground is on
that. I don’t want to be a jerk if someone is moving a couch, but safety

should not be compromised for convenience. The most important thing
is that people are around and they
recognize each other—that’s where
our best security is,” Cavanagh said.
“What’s amazing to me is that students will walk past (a rock or branch
propping a door open) all day and not
do something about it,” he added.

Open continued from page 1

When security is high priority for a
university, it should be no less so for
the students themselves. A significant
amount of student safety on campus
comes down to personal responsibility, Wallace emphasized.
“Unfortunately, a lot of people within the Taylor community think we live
in a bubble where crime doesn’t happen. There’s a personal responsibility
that has to play in. We can’t guarantee
the security of a bike that’s not locked
up, or a laptop that’s left unattended. We are a Christian community,
but not everybody here has the same
version of what that means for their
personal life and their moral code,”
Wallace said.
Students can protect themselves in
a number of ways, from locking unattended rooms and bikes to keeping
valuables with them at all times. Additionally, there is safety in numbers,
according to Director of University
Apartments Jon Cavanagh.
“If you go running on the roads,
don’t go at night, that’s just dangerous. Even during the day it’s smart to
take someone with you—or at least
let someone know where you are going, and have your phone on you in
case of an emergency. Why take unnecessary risks?” Cavanagh said.

University Advancement
shoring up Taylor finances
through growing endowment
David Adams
Online Editor

Editor’s Note: In “The perfect storm,”
we discussed Taylor’s $1 million budget shortfall for the 2014-15 year and the
choices the university made to make up
the difference. In this story, we will address some of the university’s methods
of pursuing long-term sustainability.
“Death spiral. Downward momentum. Difficult steps.” These are a few
terms Bloomberg used to describe the
financial situation facing America’s
small, private universities. A dire prediction? As many as half of these universities (out of the 4,000 total) could
fail in the next 15 years, according to
Harvard Business School professor
Clayton Christensen.
That deserves another descriptor
from Bloomberg: “Depressing.”
Taylor’s financial health has been
reasonably good in the past few years,
thanks to stable enrollment and a
growing endowment, according to
Vice President for Finance and CFO
Stephen Olson. But that doesn’t mean
Taylor is out of the woods.
“Here’s one of my beliefs about business that I think applies to higher ed,

Monica Lewinsky opens up
on affair with Clinton
www.news.yahoo.com

Correction

“A journey home” on the front page
last week was incorrectly attributed
to Angelina Burkholder. The article
was written by Lindsay Robinson.

ONLINE
TEASERS
Waiting on a call

Some of your friends may be superheroes. Learn
more about the Taylor students who volunteer
for Upland’s Emergency Medical Services—
students by day, saving lives by night. Monday

Rise of the documentary

Streaming sites like Netflix and Hulu have
made documentaries mainstream. From
the controversial films “Blackfish” and
“Jesus Camp” to heartbreakers like “Dear
Zachary,” the world of documentaries has
never been better. Wednesday
Photograph by Tabitha Hillebrand

Doors are supposed to lock at 1 a.m. and only open with a card swipe.

Dodging dark financial days
too,” Olson said. “There’s really only
three ways to be financially sustainable in the long run. One is to raise
your price. One is to cut your costs.
And the third one is to increase your
market share.”
Raising the price obviously isn’t the
best option for students and families, according to Olson, and the first
round of cost-cutting has already taken place, with more likely to come in
the coming years.
“So the other option is to grow the
market share, which means either
growing the total student population or perhaps becoming less enrollment-dependent, (primarily by)
growing the endowment,” Olson said.
Taylor continues to face a challenging and expensive market for recruiting students, as discussed in the
previous article in this series. But despite the financial downturn of 2008,
the endowment has grown faster in
the last nine years than ever before,
according to Vice President for University Advancement Ben Sells.
Since President Eugene Habecker’s
presidency began, the endowment
has grown by $132 million, including
11 gifts of $1 million or more, according to the Advancement office. Individual gifts from friends, parents,
businesses and alumni totaled 163,838
in this period.
“In broad strokes, the university has
been very fortunate (to receive) the
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TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Nigeria abducted girls: Why hasn’t
the rescue effort produced results?
www.cnn.com
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gifts that have been given,” Sells said.
“We have a very loyal alumni (base).
. . . They continue to share the core
convictions of the university, and they
continue to appreciate their own Taylor experiences.”
Satisfied alumni, however, are not
the only ingredient for a healthy endowment. Sells said Taylor has received fewer unrestricted gifts, which
the university can use as it sees fit, in
recent years. Instead, donors prefer
to give to particular causes they value. The Advancement Office has responded by identifying key university
needs and creating proposals for donors to support.
“Broadly developing a compelling
case and then developing some very
concrete proposals and then putting
those proposals in front of people
who would be captured by the vision
about an endowment, for whatever it
may be, could really advance the mission of the university,” Sells said.
No target has been set for how large
Taylor wants the endowment to grow
in coming years, according to Sells,
but the endowment will likely receive
more priority after the Campus Center has been funded.
Under the direction of the Advancement office, Taylor is beginning to
take steps to avoid Bloomberg’s dark
warnings of “disorder” and “default.”
The Advancement office just might
help Taylor escape this perfect storm.

The endowment is the key to helping Taylor stay financially afloat.
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Building

the

Breuninger bayou
Plans are in process to restore
the Breu parking lot wetland
Hannah Haney
News Co-Editor

Breuninger Hall opened its doors to
students this fll, but was met with
a series of small crises. There were
problems with windows, air conditioning and washers and dryers. Then
one problem came up that was a bit
more dire.
Taylor University was notified by
the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) that the
southwest corner of the parking lot
was built on a wetland area and a
small stream once ran under the two
ponds outside Breu.
“(The stream) is a tributary that
eventually leads to Taylor Lake,
(which) overflows to the Mississinewa River and wherever there is flowing water; it’s part of the tributaries
they (IDEM) control,” said Vice President for Business Administration
Ron Sutherland. “So it was kind of
two parts. There’s the wetland area
that was south by the parking lot and
the stream itself.”
Taylor University began applying
for a permit to begin reconstruction
on the protected area, which IDEM
later accepted.
“In particular right now, we’re in
a time where the neighbors can respond—because they have to write
the neighbors around the property
(to) let them know, so that they have
a chance to respond. Then they’ll issue a final (plan),” said Sutherland.

IDEM has required Taylor to either
restore the wetland area where it was
originally, or to build a new wetland
area somewhere else on campus. Currently, Taylor’s plan is to plant more
trees south of the parking lot and
then to build a substitute wetlands
area north of the Randall Environmental Science Complex, according
to Sutherland.Both areas will then require monitoring for a five-year period, pending IDEM’s final approval.

“(The stream) is a tributary
that eventually leads to Taylor
Lake (which) overflows to the
Mississinewa River and wherever there is flowing water;
it’s part of the tributaries they
control.”
Sutherland clarified that since the
contractor was the one who was responsible for the mistake, the university would have to pay no costs in the
restoration of the wetlands.
“All of this is being done at the expense of the contractor (Touchstone)
and (their) insurance,” said Sutherland. “Because they were responsible
for all of the permits and all the applications. So there’s no student dollars
or debt that’s being issued to make
this remedy. It’s all at the responsibility of the contractor. They’ve been
great working with us to try to make
this right.”
Changes will potentially begin in
the fall.

In The Loop
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

IFC CONCERT:
LUCIUS,
8-11 p.m. Mitchell
Theater

BEACH BASH,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Taylor
Lake

THE MIRACLE
WORKER,
2-5 p.m. Mitchell
Theater

HONORS CHAPEL,
10 a.m. Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

SENIOR SEND OFF,
5-7 p.m. Taylor Lake

STRING CONCERT,
7:30-8:30 p.m. ButzCarruth Recital Hall

ADORATION CHORUS
CONCERT,
7:30-8:30 p.m. ButzCarruth Recital Hall

WORLD & NATIONAL

”The kidnapping of hundreds of
children by Boko Haram is an
unconscionable crime.”
Missing girls, missing rescue
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THE WORLD
Vermont, USA
Vermont joined more than 60 countries around
the world in passing legislation to label all foods
even partially produced with genetic engineering.
The new law, requiring all GMO foods in retail
to be labeled as such, is the first of its kind to be
passed in the U.S., according to CNN.

Ukraine
Russian President Putin called on pro-Russian
separatists in Eastern Ukraine to postpone a
referendum on self-rule, according to Reuters.
Despite his public call, the separatists have announced their intention to take the vote on Sunday as planned, a decision which could lead to
civil war in Ukraine.

Venezuela
Venezuelan protests have continued for the last
three months, despite increasing opposition from
the government. On Thursday, security forces
rounded up hundreds of youth activists and dismantled protest camps, according to Reuters.

China
A Chinese oil rig in the South China Sea was the
scene of conflict when Chinese and Vietnamese
ships collided, according to Reuters. The collisions, which involved a disputed number of both
militant and civilian vessels, are part of a larger disagreement over oil resources and oceanic
trade routes in the region.

summer
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Missing girls, missing rescue
With 276 girls missing,
Nigerian response flounders
E. Patrick Neer
Staff Writer

Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan and U.S. President Barack
Obama have joined forces to find and
rescue the 276 girls abducted by Nigerian terrorist organization Boko Haram on Wednesday, Time reported.
Obama assured the public the
United States would do everything it
could to provide assistance to Nigeria
in this endeavor.
“In the short term, our goal obviously is to help the international community and the Nigerian government
as a team to do everything we can to
recover these young ladies, but we are
also going to deal with broader problem of organizations like these that
can cause such havoc in people’s daily
lives,” Obama said.
Obama’s plan is to send a team of
military personnel, law enforcement
and other agencies to assist the Nigerian law enforcement in its search for
the abducted girls.
The girls were abducted on April
14 from an all-girls secondary school
in Chibok, a village in northeast Nigeria. The abductors gathered the
schoolgirls, packed them into trucks
and vanished into an unpoliced area
along the northern border with Cameroon, according to Al-Jazeera. The

brazen kidnappings have been seen
as an embarrassment for the Nigerian government, sparking protests in
the capital that criticized the government’s response.
Boko Haram, the Hausa language
name for the terrorist organization
The Congregation of the People of
Tradition for Proselytism and Jihad, claimed responsibility for the
abductions on Monday, according
to Al-Jazeera.
“I abducted your girls; I will sell
them in the market,” said Boko Haram leader Abubakar Shekau said
in a video obtained by the Agence
France-Presse news agency.
The Nigerian government hasn’t
helped its image either, with Jonathan admitting on national television earlier this week his complete
ignorance of the location of the kidnapped girls. In addition, police arrested protest leaders Saratu Angus
Ndirpaya and Naomi Mutah Nyadar
on Monday. Ndirpaya was released at
the police station almost immediately, but Nyadar remains in detention,
Al-Jazeera reported. The Nigerian
First Lady, Patience Jonathan, has received the brunt of the responsibility
for these arrests, having been quoted in the Nigeria-based Daily Trust
as ordering the women of Nigeria to
cease protests.
“Should anything happen during
protests, they should blame themselves,” Patience Jonathan said.

On Thursday, in the face of protests in the capital and mounting
worldwide attention, Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan spoke at the
now-overshadowed World Economic Forum in Abuja, pledging to defeat Boko Haram and win his nation’s
struggle with the terrorist group.
“As a nation, we are facing attacks
from terrorists. I believe that the
kidnapping of these girls will be the
beginning of the end of terror in Nigeria,” Jonathan said.
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
echoed Jonathan’s sentiments and
pledged U.S. support in a speech given Saturday in Ethiopia.
“The kidnapping of hundreds
of children by Boko Haram is an
unconscionable crime, and we will
do everything possible to support the
Nigerian government to return these
young women to their homes and
to hold the perpetrators to justice,”
Kerry said.
Boko Haram’s influence seeps beyond the kidnappings. On April 14, the
day of the abductions, Boko Haram
agents detonated a bomb in the Nigerian capital of Abuja, killing 75. A
week later, another bomb was detonated at almost the exact same place,
killing 16 more. Boko Haram leader Abubakar Shekau released videos claiming responsibility for these
bombings as well.
“We’re in your city, but you don’t
know where we are.” Shekau said.

blackboard
Completely online classes!

Register through Tower – no registrar approval
needed. Classes span the summer term from
5/27 to 8/15 at $350 per hour.
BIB110 Biblical Literature I
BIB210 Biblical Literature II
BIB313 Romans
CAS110 Public Speaking
CAS120 Interpersonal Communication
COS104 Computing & Culture - Appl/Content
ECO201 Principles of Microeconomics
ECO202 Principles of Macroeconomics
ENG110 Expository Writing
ENG230 World Literature
HIS124 History of the United States to 1877
HIS125 History of the United States since 1877
HUM230 Art as an Experience
IAS110 Foundations of the Christian Liberal Arts
MAT110 Finite Mathematics
MAT120 Investigations in Mathematics
PHI413 Contemporary Christian Belief
PHP100 Fitness for Life
PHP200RU Running
PHP402 Administration of Human Performance
PSY110 Foundations of Psychology
PSY200 Introduction to Psychology
REL313 Historic Christian Belief
SOC220 Ethnic & Minority Issues

Hilarious Headlines
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This whale carcass is threatening to explode on Canadian beachgoers.

Thar she blows!

Not playing around

Old McDonald
wanted a waffle

A whale carcass that washed up
on a Canadian beach poses an
enormous problem for the town.
The town is struggling to decide
who has jurisdiction over the
whale and primary responsibility
to remove the unusual obstacle.
Meanwhile, the carcass is bloating
as it rots and threatens to explode,
potentially covering the beach in
small pieces of whale, or at the
very least causing an unpleasant
smell. “It’s becoming a health
hazard because it’s filling with toxic
gases,” said Doris Sheppard, owner
of a bed-and-breakfast in town,
according to NBC.

Californian Will Pemble may have
won the coolest dad award after
building his son a roller coaster in
the backyard, according to NBC.
The dad began the project as a way
to illustrate principles of math and
science for his son. “There needs
to be something on the other side
of that math that’s worth slogging
through the math,” Pemble said.
His son, who was very involved in
the planning and execution of the
project, now professes a desire to be
a roller coaster designer when he
grows up.

A Georgia resident is on the loose
after holding up and robbing a
Waffle House using a pitchfork,
according to United Press Intl.
He allegedly used the pitchfork to
herd the livestock, er, patrons of
the Waffle House into a back room,
but dropped it while making his
getaway—allowing a woman to
pick up the tool and begin hitting
him with it. “Once he didn’t have
a pitchfork, he wasn’t as brazen.
I know that,” Summers said. “It
wouldn’t be an offensive weapon
in your garden, but it was in a
Waffle House.”

LIFE & TIMES

Today, She looks back, sees the marks on
her body—and mind—and knows what
happened to her is not OK.
The Unspoken: Out loud at last
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Unspoken continued from page 1

Her story is raw, painful and utterly significant.
But it is not unique.
While Taylor’s campus police
have seen no formal reports regarding sexual abuse this year,
that doesn’t mean such cases
don’t exist, according to Jeff Wallace, chief of campus police.
Bob Neideck, director of Taylor’s counseling center, knows
from anecdotal information and
stories that these incidents have
occurred among students.
Sexual coercion involves any
behavior in which a person feels
pressured to perform in a sexual context with which he/she is
not comfortable, Neideck says.
Though he has not seen much violent assault play a role at Taylor
in the past, forced, sexual behavior is very much a problem.
And while men do occasionally
suffer under such coercion, women are more likely to be the objects of sexual aggression.
“They get talked into it, they
get convinced into it, they sometimes get threatened into it, and
then they feel guilty—and feel
ashamed that they did those
things,” Neideck says. “And that’s
often the case why more serious,
aggressive sexual assaults aren’t reported.”
Any student who experiences a sexual incident that makes
him/her feel unsafe or insecure
should immediately contact campus police, the counseling center
or residence life directors, Wallace says. These resources exist to
help students feel protected and
encouraged—a fact that may not
be realized by those in need.
“Statistically, because there
have been no reports, I can’t say
that this type of behavior is occurring on campus,” Wallace says.
“But I also can’t say that it isn’t.
My goal and the goal of others is
to protect and care for students.
But I can only do that if students
come to me. I want anyone—with
any issue or concern—to come
to me.”
In many instances, women
feel—falsely—that they are to
blame for an incident because
they may have placed themselves
in a vulnerable situation, Neideck
says. And while he would like to
see women empowered to grow
beyond those negative experiences, his primary goal is that they
recognize any kind of forced, sexual behavior for precisely what it
is.
A total violation of a woman’s
right to her own body.
“You don’t deserve to be forced
to do anything sexually,” Neideck
says. “Whether you made a mistake . . . or not. That’s a mistake.
But you didn’t deserve what happened. And there’s still the idea
of ‘no means stop.’ Period. I say
that to guys. I say that to girls.
It doesn’t matter how far along
it’s gotten. If you say no, he/she
stops.”
Two significant factors in the
aftermath of sexual coercion or
abuse are shame and guilt, according to Neideck.
Both are stifling.
And both are notorious for
feeding the silence of those who
suffer.

She was alone.
At least that’s how She felt.
The ugliness charged forward
endlessly.
There was no respite. There was
no redemption.
There was only a desperate
yearning for love, and the twisted substitute she was offered.
She had started in a bright
place, but now she was in the
dark. And the more she tried to
find the light again, the more his
fingers bruised her, his words cut

That atmosphere exists at Taylor, but for students who continue to fear negative reactions, the
importance of reaching out to authority figures for help must be
emphasized, Manganello says.
Neideck says the solution to
this problem begins with teaching students—female students in
particular—how to identify abusive behavior. Much of that insight can come from counseling
and from peer support within the
campus community.

When a female student steps
forward to deal with the false
guilt that comes with any type
of sexual violation, much of the
mentoring and counseling process is focused on empowering
voice, according to Neideck.
Part of that empowerment is
helping women to see their value apart (or separate) from what
has happened in their lives sexually. It also encourages abused
or violated females to find ways
to stand up for themselves—and

Illustrtation by galleryhip.com

her and his body used her.
After a while, she gave up trying.
Every day She put on her face
and walked into a world where
she believed no one would be
willing to take a peek behind her
smile.
“I was afraid people weren’t going to have grace,” She says today.
“That they were going to judge.”
In a culture apt to undermine
the stories of of sexual abuse victims, it is important to be careful
of what—and how—we communicate with those who struggle,
according to Linda Manganello,
assistant professor of communication arts at Taylor.
Manganello, who holds a Ph.D.
in psychology and specializes in
gender communication, believes
an important step in combatting the cycle of sexual abuse is
the creation of an atmosphere in
which women, and men, can feel
safe to speak out.

Taylor’s Administration wants
you to know...
1. Our primary concern is for those who are
victims to make sure that they receive the help and
support they need.
2. If you are a student who has experienced sexual
abuse—or knows of students who have been victims
of sexual abuse—then act immediately by going
either to your hall director, the counseling center or
the Center for Student Development.
3. The appropriate university officials will then
be notified and the pertinent procedures will
be implemented.

“Getting people to even recognize that what’s happening
to them—whether it’s verbal,
sexual, emotional or physical is
wrong—is sometimes this learning point,” Neideck says. “It’s just
hard to start. So when you get
other friends, peers, saying, ‘That
wasn’t okay—that was abusive,’
that’s great.”
A friend was what She needed,
She says today. Someone who
could help take off her face.
Someone who could help reveal
her face for what it was.
A dangerous mask.
“We need to know what the red
flags are,” She says. “We need to
know. We need people watching into our lives. We need people (speaking) into our lives. . . .
Not controlling our lives, but really just friendship, and honesty
and mentoring.”

their values—in the face of future
attempts at coercion.
But while strengthening female
response to any type of sexual aggression is important, efforts to
break the cycle shouldn’t stop
there, according to Nicholas Kerton-Johnson, associate professor
of political science at Taylor, who
teaches on gender-related issues
in international relations.
Kerton-Johnson, a mentor to
women and men who struggle
with sexual abuse and related
behaviors, believes a solution to
the problem will be found only if
the Taylor community also tackles the men’s side of the issue.
Of greatest concern is that male
students don’t realize the amount
of pain women can carry through
abuse, whether verbal, physical
or sexual, Kerton-Johnson says.
That worry is directed in particular by his personal observation
of male students who sometimes

What is sexual assault?
Sexual assault and abuse is any type of sexual
activity that you do not agree to, including:
Inappropriate touching
Vaginal, anal, or oral penetration
Sexual intercourse that you say no to
Rape
Attempted rape
Child molestation
(Information from U.S. Dept. of Health
and Human Services)

replicate—or take advantage of—
the abuse cycle.
“Often, girls who have been
abused will seek comfort in men,”
Kerton-Johnson says. “So to what
extent are the male students at
Taylor being equipped to know
how to treat women who have
been abused . . . and not replicate
cycles? I think that it’s as important (as helping the women) to say
to the male, “OK, how are you actually responding?”
And while Kerton-Johnson
views Taylor’s community as a
largely positive environment for
emotional and spiritual care,
he says an unhealthy “holiness
mentality” may contribute to
a prevailing silence whenever
sexual abuse—or problems like
it—occur.
“I think it’s worth asking whether ignorance of the extent of the
problem of abuse amongst female
students and failure in communicating this on campus is because
of the Christian culture that we
perpetuate,” Kerton-Johnson
says. “A religious culture that says,
‘You shouldn’t have problems.
Or you should be more holy. Or
you brought it on yourself ’ . . . I
do think that there is a danger of
a culture where it is not safe to
be vulnerable.”
Manganello has also observed
this threat within Christian community at large and—like Kerton-Johnson—wants students to
be aware that when bad things
happen, honesty should be the
first response.
Honesty about the good face,
the bad face and even the ugly
face.
“If we are really called to be the
body of Christ, that means all of
it,” Manganello says. “That doesn’t
just mean that we’re called to be
the body of Christ on Sunday. It
means when I bring my brokenness to you, and you bring it to
me. And I think that (response) is
also to encourage students to say,
‘This (problem) is real.’”
The problem is real.
It was a fact She didn’t realize
until long after the nightmare
ended.
“I just thought that it was normal,” She says. “That’s why I
thought if I told someone, they
would just laugh at me, because
‘What’s so special about your
case? This is just what happens
to people. Boys will be boys. It’s
your own fault. You let him have
you the first time, so it’s your
fault now.’”
Today, She looks back, sees the
marks on her body—and mind—
and knows what happened to her
is not OK.
She is still healing.
But every day, She refuses to
wear the mask.
She refuses so that you can see
her.
In class. At lunch.
When She waves at you in the
hall. When She hangs out with
you on the weekend.
And She hopes you can look
and not flinch—whether you see
joy, or anger, or laughter or pain
in her wide-open eyes.
It might be uncomfortable. It
might be hard. She knows.
When you see the truth in her
eyes, you might just be looking in
a mirror.
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“Hey Brandkamp, why are
YOU wearing
that shirt?”
Angelina Burkholder
L&T Editor

Friday mornings always begin a
little earlier than usual. Sip a little longer at the drinking fountain. Pick a good chapel seat and
sing a little louder during worship. Drink a Monster energy
drink. Clear the throat. A successful Friday yell is all about good
preparation.
But this morning, for the first
time in three years, senior Jeff Yoder slept in a little longer and forgot his extra glass of water. His
Monster stayed in the refrigerator. An hour ago, the ears of his
friends didn’t bleed during worship and when the student body
rose to leave, his voice remained
silent.
“A small part of me is going
to live on through the tradition,
even though I am graduating,” Yoder said. “Starting this week, people won’t necessarily think of me
as the Friday guy. It’ll be someone
else. But that’s still a small piece
of my college memory that I will
carry with me and never forget.”
Last night, Yoder gathered
Third West Wengatz for a comedic 33-slide presentation followed
by a serious speech to begin the
ceremonial passing of the Friday shirt. At the stroke of midnight, Yoder completed his final
task as the Friday guy and passed
down the beloved shirt to his chosen recipient. Freshman Robbie
Brandkamp is now the next great
legend of WWIII, taking his place
as the fifth holder of the revered
title.
“I kind of made the decision

back in February,” Yoder said.
“Robbie was at the top of the leaderboard back in February and
he didn’t lose that spot.”
Brandkamp only gave himself a
7.4 out of 10 for being most likely to receive the shirt, speculating that Jordan Wright
would become the
next Friday guy.
However, three
of his competitors unknowingly caught Yoder’s
vision and voted
Brandkamp as the most
likely candidate.
“I don’t really yell a lot unless
I’m playing ‘Mario Kart,’” Brandkamp said. “But when I have the
opportunity to yell and be really loud, I just find so much joy
in doing that. When it’s socially
acceptable, that’s just an added
bonus.”
In the process of choosing who
would carry on the tradition, Yoder made a deliberate effort to
build relationships with each
freshman on the wing. Through
those relationships, he was able
to pick out the one person who
bleeds WWIII the most. The Friday guy may not always be the
loudest or the craziest on the
wing. Rather, he must possess
the ability to care for others much
more than he cares for himself.
“Robbie is an incredible guy,”
Yoder said. “He is a guy who, especially when he is older, will
change people’s lives on the wing
because of his friendliness and
approachability. I think he makes
a great Friday guy because of how
cheerful he is.”

This morning, Brandkamp completed his
first chapel yell as
the new Friday
guy.

The
rules remain
simple. Attend
Friday chapel as often as possible, only
hand-wash the shirt
and spread cheer to
everyone, everywhere
on campus.
“Don’t be nervous,”
Yoder advised future
Friday guys. “Don’t take
it for granted. Not everyone has the opportunity to spread cheer
through an entire
campus every week,
week after week.”
For the next three
years, Brandkamp
will live in a fraying
shirt every Friday,
breathing life into
tradition each time
he yells weekend
joy into the hearts
of chapel-goers.
Photograph by Mel Kerigan

DC RECIPE WEEK

OF THE

#TaylorU’s

Check out this fun and fruity drink!
As the weather warms up, treat yourself to a chilled and fruity
Email your inventions to
drink! First, pour a few inches of orange juice into a green plastic
cup. Then add an inch or two of mango vitamin water. To carbonate lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com
your fizzy drink, top with an inch of Sierra Mist. Stir well, and enjoy!!

TOP
TWEETS
William Hussey @WilliamHussey56
Dr smith could talk about doodling
puppies and I would still show up
just hear his wisdom on the subject
#TaylorU

Echograms #TaylorU

Dan McKenna @danyuhlMuhKenna
And the ladies wore their
sundresses today as if to say,
“Here’s to you, men, for waiting out
that cold, cold winter.” #taylorU
Nathan W. Baker @nathanwbaker
Days are made meaningful not by
the number of tasks completed
but through people, in moments
of authenticity and grace. #tayloru
#community

If you need help you
should call…

Abby Adams @omgabbyxo
This morning I put make up on my
knees to cover up all the bruises
just so I could wear shorts. Life
of a dancer. #tupoms #tayloru
#wegohard

Jeff Wallace,
Chief of Campus Police
(765) 998-5396 or (998) 5555
Bob Neideck,
Director of the Taylor Counseling Center
(765) 998-5222

Victoria Flores @tori_flores_
Officially done with my Grace
College classes!!! I’m so ready for
#TaylorU next year!

Skip Trudeau,
Dean of Students
(765) 998-5368
@zachgoeswest: Thursdays with Morris. #tayloru
#sammystatues #menofmorris #afternoondip

@hannahpfau: #ritzontheroof #tayloru #seniors #2014

Casey C @thecasey93
Hope you enjoyed Mosaic Night
with MESA Airlines, #TaylorU.
Now time to clean my room...
#crazyweek #canifinallygotobed?

A&E

“IFC chose Lucius more or less because they
are available and, more importantly, they
are good.”
The illuminating sounds of Lucius
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“Amazing Spider-Man 2”
is good in parts but has
too many cobwebs
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Photograph by cinemablend.com

Top: Spider-Man returns in “The Amazing Spider-Man 2”
Bottom: Electro creates sparks in “The Amazing Spider-Man 2.”

Spider-Man is my favorite superhero. He’s a teenager who happens to
receives superpowers and struggles
to use them responsibly. The choices he makes, whether good or bad,
have consequences. He makes mistakes but ultimately wants to do the
right thing. He’s relatable.
So it’s frustrating when a film called
“The Amazing Spider-Man 2” ends up
being more adequate than amazing.
The story is too uneven in its writing,
acting and special effects to make it
truly special. The final result is sadly
mediocre. But hidden inside a mediocre movie are parts of a very solid film.
Peter Parker’s life seems to be better after the traumatic events of the

first “Amazing.” He has a steady girlfriend in Gwen Stacy, he has a loving
aunt and he’s finally graduating from
high school. Peter’s alter-ego has also
improved in skill, becoming a confident and experienced web-slinger.
But the life of a superhero is never
easy. When a shocking new villain
called Electro comes into the picture, Spidey must use all of his great
power and responsibility to take him
down. In between this he must also
juggle relationship problems, family
secrets and the emergence of an old
friend. It all leads up to a conclusion
that proves sacrifices come from heroic actions.
If that all sounds like a lot, well . . .
it is. The truth is that “Amazing Spider-Man 2” is a very padded movie.
There’s an unnecessary and confusing backstory involving Peter’s parents, the Gwen-Peter romance, three
villains, three climaxes and deliberate
setup for more sequels. It’s a tangled
web this “Spider-Man” weaves.
There’s still plenty of good here.
Andrew Garfield proves to be a
more down-to-earth and likable
Peter than Tobey Maguire. His
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Spider-Man is funny and cool, and
I appreciate how he has the character try to compromise with villains
before inevitably battling them.
The chemistry between Garfield
and real-life girlfriend Emma Stone
as Gwen Stacy blows away other superhero couples. Jamie Foxx has a
clear villain arc as Electro, and he
comes off as convincingly creepy
and menacing. Dane DeHaan also
plays crazy well as Harry Osborn,
Peter’s old friend and eventual
nemesis. There’s some solid action scenes and impressive visuals
to keep the audience entertained
and the story moving.
The problem is that the film is
just too uneven. Whenever there’s
a good part on screen, something
disappointing bookends it. The romance between Peter and Gwen is
convincing, but the film makes the
mistake of turning it into a backand-forth argument on whether
they should be together. For all the
cool fight scenes and special effects,
there’s cheesy CGI and messy choreography; for all the quick quips and
emotional reactions from Spidey,
melodramatic dialogue and static
speech follows. With the exception
of one beautifully shot scene, the
use of slow-motion is overused and
tiresome. The biggest mistake the
movie makes is having too many
villains; Electro and the two others
are compelling, but the film only
needs one.
I liked the film’s messages about
hope and responsibility. I liked that
the villains were polar opposites
of Spider-Man’s theme (great power, terrible responsibility on their
parts). One scene near the end of the
film genuinely moved me and stuck
in my head long after I exited the
theater. “Amazing Spider-Man 2” is a
good film in parts. With a little more
editing and snap it could have been
a great one. Still, there’s always hope;
“Amazing Spider-Man 3” comes out
in 2016, with more sequels and spinoffs to follow.

A semester of Adoration The illuminating
Adoration Chorus finishes
up a strong year
Alycia Timm
Contributor

After a year of performances both
here and in Asia, the Adoration Chorus is wrapping up their semester
with a concert next Thursday.
The concert will feature four new
pieces the choir has been working on
since spring break. All four songs are
sacred music, featuring two soloists
and a quartet in three of the four pieces. Sophomore Andi Gregory will be
singing “Beautiful Savior,” and sophomore Elisa Tanquist will be singing
“When Jesus Wept.” Participating in
the quartet singing “How Can I Keep
From Singing” will be senior Kieron
Robertson, Tanquist and freshmen
Danielle Riehl and Erica Drost.

The concert will also feature songs
the Adoration Chorus performed on
its spring break tour in mainland China and Hong Kong. The music from
the tour includes both sacred and secular pieces. They will be performing
in five different languages, including
English, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin and traditional Russian Yiddish.
Along with performing traditional
Chinese folk songs the performance
will include two Chinese dances, a
ribbon dance and a fan dance.
The choir is excited to have to have
a piece commissioned for their tour.
This new piece, “Ashes of Life,” was
composed by Wendy Lee for Adoration Chorus 2014 Spring Break Mission Tour.
The choir expressed fond memories of their spring break experience.
The 14 women of the chorus got the
opportunity to stay three nights with

Chinese students in their dormitories. They also got to sing in various
churches and schools in the Middle Kingdom.
“It was wonderful and life-changing. God provided us with great
weather, wonderful people to meet
and delicious food. He opened our
eyes to see his churches over in mainland China and Hong Kong,” said Adoration Chorus Director Eva Kwan.
Kwan also expressed positivity
about the year as a whole.
“It was a wonderful year of music-making. We have grown so much
in all aspects. I am so blessed to have
the opportunity to work with these
young and talented ladies,” she said.
After a full year of traveling and performances, the 14 women of Adoration Chorus will be perform free to
all on Wednesday, May 15, at 7:30 p.m.
in Butz-Carruth Recital Hall.

sounds of Lucius

Photograph by boomingmusicscene.wordpress.com

The band Lucius will play today in the Student Union.

IFC brings upcoming
band to Taylor
David Seaman
A&E Editor

Provided by Eva Kwan

The Adoration Chorus visited China and Hong Kong over spring break.

Lucius is the “best band you may not
have heard yet,” according to Rolling
Stone magazine. Their “charisma and
charm” is infectious, says NPR. The
“infectious melodies, keen self-awareness and shameless authenticity” of
their first album “Wildewoman” make
it a winner for entertainment magazine Paste. Similar raves have comes
from The New York Times and other
music magazines.
The Integration of Faith and Culture Cabinet (IFC) is hosting the
band today in the Student Union at 8
p.m. With an intriguing indie sound
that seems to be a mix of Coldplay,
John Mayer, Josh Garrells and a bit
of Drake, the band certainly seems
talented. They recently performed
on “Conan” and are basking in the
success of their latest album. How
did IFC get them to come to Upland,
Indiana?
Lucius performs in Indianapolis
tomorrow, May 10. IFC found out they
would be in the area in the middle of
the month and contacted them. Their
schedule allowed them to play a smaller show at Taylor before performing a

larger show the next day.
“IFC chose Lucius more or less because they are available and, more
importantly, they are good,” said IFC
cabinet member and sophomore Ben
Dulavitch. “It is part of IFC’s mission
to not only bring culture to Taylor
but also to distinguish between good
art and poor art. . . . We see Lucius’s
originality and talent as meaningful
and enjoyable.”
Lucius is a five-piece indie pop band
that hails from Brooklyn. Lead singers
Jess Wolfe and Holly Laessig met while
attending the prestigious Berklee School
of Music in 2008. After gathering a small
following in Brooklyn, they met their
other bandmates and released their
first album, “Wildewoman,” last fall to
positive reviews. Incorporating ’60s girlband harmonies, melodic anthems and
rousing percussion into a unique sound,
Lucius adds new beats to an increasingly
popular indie music scene.
“It isn’t easy for Taylor students to engage with some very important aspects
of culture,” said Dulavitch. “It’s a concert, so it’s going to be fun, but it’s also
an experience that adds to our understanding of art and culture.”
This will be the last IFC event of the
school year. Tickets for the Lucius show
are $5 and will be sold during lunch
and dinner hours at the Dining Commons and Union, as well as the door
of the show.

OPINIONS

For even if homosexual orientation is
biologically determined, this does not imply
that such people must choose to behave
accordingly or that they are not morally
culpable for their sexual choices.
The sexual pluralist revolution: reasons to
be skeptical
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The sexual pluralist revolution: reasons to be skeptical
Jim Spiegel

Professor of Philosophy
and Religion

Sexual Pluralism has risen
in Western culture
In the United States, the last generation has seen a decisive move
away from the Judeo-Christian sexual norms that have reigned in the
West for centuries. This shift has involved a move toward sexual pluralism, the view that any sexual
behavior is morally permissible so
long as it takes place between mutually committed adults. The move
is nothing short of revolutionary, as
it constitutes a radical and abrupt
change of practice and moral perspective. This should be troubling
to anyone who prizes the values of
the Judeo-Christian tradition, because it flouts both natural law and
biblical teaching on sexuality. But it
is also troubling for non-theological
reasons. Here I will consider several

reasons why we should be especially
skeptical of the rise of sexual pluralism. I will give special attention to
homosexual conduct both because
this issue is so heavily emphasized
by sexual pluralists and because it
is now a point of controversy within
some Christian communities.
One reason to be skeptical of sexual pluralism is that this movement
has not been driven by rational argument, unlike other revolutionary
developments such as the Protestant
Reformation, the scientific revolution and the abolitionist movement.
Rather, the sexual pluralist revolution has been powered by postmodern relativism, pop culture influences
and a confused view of tolerance that
is really a disguised dogmatism.
Many say the sexual pluralists do
have an argument, specifically the
argument from nature—science
has proven our sexual orientation is
innate, not under one’s control. Yet
here is another reason to be skeptical of sexual pluralism. The so-called

argument from science is spurious.
No credible studies have proven a
biological basis for homosexual orientation. Some cite the LeVay or Bailey-Pillard studies of the early 1990s,
but these are seriously flawed. Moreover, even if there were a genetic or
congenital disposition toward homosexual attraction, this proves nothing regarding whether homosexual
practice is ever morally appropriate. For even if homosexual orientation is biologically determined,
this does not imply that such people
must choose to behave accordingly
or that they are not morally culpable for their sexual choices. To insist
so is to embrace hard determinism,
the view that since human choices
are caused, we are neither free nor
morally responsible for our behavior. The fact that sexual pluralists
must appeal to such deterministic
thinking shows how thin their rational grounds are.
A third reason that Christians
should be skeptical of sexual

pluralism is the fact that significant
disagreement about the issue within
the Church is historically unprecedented. Never before the last generation was there ever serious debate
among Christian theologians or ethicists regarding the moral legitimacy of homosexual behavior. In fact,
there has been considerably more
debate about such fundamental doctrines as the Trinity and the divinity
of Christ than there has been about
this. Other sexual issues (e.g., polygamy) have been debated, of course.
But not until the late 20th century
have Christians seriously debated
the moral permissibility of homosexual practice.
This leads to a final reason to be
skeptical about sexual pluralism: Debate in the Church has occurred almost exclusively in North America
and parts of Europe. Christians in
Africa, Asia and South America almost uniformly affirm the traditional
view. Because of this, it is extremely misleading, even ethnocentric, to

glibly declare that “Christians are
very divided on the homosexuality
issue” as some are wont to do. Consult a typical Christian in Kenya or
China or Brazil, and they will shake
their heads in disbelief, perhaps even
asking “What is wrong with American Christians that they could actually disagree about this issue?”
Good question.
For these reasons Christians are
well-advised to hold fast to the historic Judeo-Christian sexual ethic. In
the coming years, doing so will be
increasingly difficult, since this will
demand a firm resolve to resist cultural currents. Those on the side of
biblical orthopraxy will be dismissed
or, worse, persecuted. And although
sexual pluralism has no rational
grounds—theologically, historically
or scientifically—it might be useless
to resist with rational argument. A
view which rises to prominence by
abandoning reason can hardly be
defeated through the use of reason.
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Blurred lines
Blair Tilson

Co-Editor in Chief

An examination of pop
music, its lyrics and
our part in it all
I was on my way to Love’s with
friends when the person in the front
seat turned up the radio. Everyone
screamed when they recognized the
song. It had one of those beats that
makes you want to dance, and so
we all threw our hands into the air,
moved our hips and belted out the
lyrics at the top of our lungs. But as
I took a second to collect my breath,
it dawned on me—
What am I saying?
“I hate these blurred lines, I know
you want it, but you’re a good girl,
can’t let it get past me . . . must wanna get nasty, go ahead, get at me. . .
.” (Blurred Lines)
Do I agree with these lyrics? No.
But I’ve sung them and danced to
them—and in doing so have promoted everything they stand for.
As Taylor students, we have an answer to why we listen to these songs,
don’t we? ‘I just like the beat and
rhythm, and/or I don’t really pay

attention to the lyrics anyway . . .’
Hmm. That’s sad, because we
should. Because in listening to these
types of songs, what are we saying
about women? What are we saying
about ourselves? And most importantly, what are we saying about
our faith? Seems to me we have
some blurred lines when it comes
to our music.
So I asked the front seat passenger to switch the music station.
The song playing is one I and everyone else in the car have memorized, and it brings us back to our
days of middle school dances, so we
resume scream-mode until verse
three comes around, making me
stop dead in my tracks.
“Forget the game, I’mma spit the
truth, I won’t stop until I get ‘em in
they birthday suits. So gimmie the
rhythm and it’ll be off with their
clothes, then bend over to the front
and touch your toes.” (Yeah!)
This image disgusts me. But what
disgusts me even more is that this
image hadn’t bothered me before.
What these singers are saying about
women, about me, is demeaning
and exploitive and yet I celebrate it!
Even as I went on a run today, I
turned on my favorite workout playlist on Pandora. Of the dozen or so
songs played, every song but one

included derogatory lyrics about
women. We’re described as accessories and trophies for men to
show off, as sex objects there to fulfill a man’s desire—even if we don’t
want it.
As a women, I have accepted this
from our culture, coming to the
conclusion that “I don’t agree with
it, but I’ll still sing to it.” You know
what’s the real issue here?
We have been brainwashed.
The exploitation of women in music has become so mainstream we
don’t even mind it. We even enjoy
it! And when Robin Thicke released
his “Blurred Lines” music video featuring topless women this past summer, my friends and I didn’t let that
stop us from jamming the next time
it blared on the radio.
Maybe you hate that song. OK,
fine. But you probably have sung or
danced to another song that is also
demeaning to women. If not, good
for you!
But I’m writing about this because
I have, and I know I am not alone.
To those of us who dislike the
lyrics but enjoy the song, we must
think about how listening to such
music speaks to those around us.
Children already see women dancing in music videos that portray
them in a derogatory manner. So

when they see us dancing or singing
to that same music with our friends,
it must be OK, right?
And when girls grow up seeing
themselves portrayed this way in
media, they become convinced that
in order to be successful as women,
they too must conform to that oversexualized role. For instance, think
of female artists Lady Gaga, Rihanna and now Miley Cyrus.
I invite you to examine with me
the music we listen to and what
listening to it reflects about us as
followers of Christ. If God were to
speak to this subject, I think he
would respond similarly to the way
Paul did in Romans 1:32.
“Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such
things deserve death, they not only
continue to do these very things
but also approve of those who practice them.”
We might not all treat women
the way Robin Thicke and Ludacris do in their song lyrics, but in
celebrating their songs and others
like them, we are guilty of approving their practices. Will we continue
in our regard for culture’s demeaning music, or will we clear up our
blurred lines for music that better
reflects God’s truth?

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
adam_kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“You work hard and do the little things and good
things happen for you as a team.”
Softball lights up tourney en route to Nationals
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PREVIEW
Track
Schedule

5/22-24 NAIA Outdoor National Championships (A) 2:00 p.m.

Softball (41-15,
23-9)
Schedule

5/12 Biola (A) 3:00 p.m.
5/13 TBD

Baseball (34-22,
24-10
Schedule

Done
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Left: The TU softball team meets in left
field after winning one of their four games
last week before winning the Crossroads
League tournament championship.

Softball lights up tourney en route to Nationals
Steve Nafziger
Sports Writer

T

he TU softball team entered the Crossroads
League tournament as
the number-one seed
and proved why last
week. Taylor won four out of five in a
three-day span to claim the tournament championship.
“You work hard and do the little
things well and good things happen
for you as a team,” said head coach
Brad Bowser.
The first game of the tournament

was the closest of TU’s wins as the
Trojans scored one run in the bottom of the ninth inning to beat Marian. Game two was nothing short
of a blowout against Mount Vernon
as Taylor rallied for a 9-0 win. Bethel took their shot at the Trojans but
came up short as Taylor won 5-1 with
the help of a four-run first inning.
“The tournament wins really
showed how much fight this team has
and how driven we are to accomplish
the goals we set as a team,” said junior
pitcher Hannah Klebesadel.
Taylor’s only loss of the tournament
came in the final round as third-seeded Huntington won the first game in

a high-scoring affair. The Foresters
jumped ahead in the fifth inning with a
six-run inning, while the Trojans countered the attack with three runs of their
own. It was not enough in the end as
Huntington won by a final of 8-7.
Taylor was able to rebound from the
first game as they stormed the field in
celebration of their 7-1 win over the
Foresters to earn the title. The offense
was powerful behind the pitching of
Klebesadel as Taylor scored their runs
off 14 hits from eight different players.
Freshman Ashley Miller highlighted
the scoring with a two-run bomb as a
part of a four-run fifth inning.
Klebesadel earned the win with a

five-hit, one-run outing and the complete game.
“My prior experience in the tournament allowed me to handle the
pressure and perform the best I can,”
Klebesadel said. “Having a great defense behind me and the offensive
support really helps.”
Freshman Lauren Ehle was honed
in on offense as she led the entire
tournament field with 1.6 home runs
per game. Ehle had a .590 batting
average and knocked in eight runs
during the tournament run.
“For me just being out on the field
makes me happy and it gives me a
ton of confidence,” Ehle said. “I do

not think I have ever been seeing the
ball this well.”
The Trojans now eye the NAIA National Tournament next week from
May 12-14. Taylor will travel to Waleska, Ga., at Reinhardt University for the
double elimination tournament. If the
Trojans win their four-team site, they
move on to play in the NAIA Softball
World Series May 23-29.
The Trojans are the third seed
in their pod and will open up play
against No. 2-seed Biola (Calif.) at 3
p.m. Top-seeded Reinhardt University, ranked ninth in the nation, and
Georgetown (Ky.) round out the Trojans’ competition in their pod.

Baseball’s season ends at
hands of Spring Arbor
Austin Kight
Sports Writer
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Sophomore Grant Hendershot swings low for a pitch last week.
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A respectable season ended in disappointment for the Taylor University
baseball team due to an early exit in
the Crossroads League Tournament
Wednesday. The Trojans (34-22, 2410) fell to Spring Arbor 5-3, snapping
their streak of five consecutive Crossroads League titles.
Throughout the tournament, the
Trojans outscored their opponents
35-15, while posting a .945 OPS (onbase plus slugging) over the four
games. However, their bats were silenced Wednesday, going eight scoreless innings after putting up three
runs in the first.
“Defensively we made some great
plays,” said head coach Kyle Gould.
“A few mistakes on the mound and
in the field gave Spring Arbor opportunities to score and, unfortunately, those are the things that matter
during close games.”
With one on and two out in the
top of the first, Cougars senior
Maverick Nichols sent a long ball
over the left field fence, putting
the team up 2-0 heading into the

bottom of the inning.
The Trojans responded in the
bottom half of the inning with a
bases-loaded single off the bat of junior Alex Senyshyn, scoring sophomores Kevin Fahy and Brian Moore.
With a runner in scoring position,
senior Austin York brought senior
Jordan Coffey around to score the
go-ahead run on an RBI ground out.
The Cougars’ offense continued to
put the ball in play, piling on three
more runs in the fourth and fifth and
capping the scoring at 5-3.

“Overall, I was
proud of the way
we competed
and the effort we
gave as a team.”
“Overall, I was proud of the way we
competed and the effort we gave as a
team,” York said. “The team came out
swinging, putting up three runs in the
first inning, but we just weren’t able
to get the timely hits we needed and it
ended up costing us the game.”
This loss marks the final home
game for five Trojan seniors. Over

their four years in gold and purple,
Caleb Miller, Eric Kartman, Kevin Garrity, York and Coffey won
three Crossroads League Championships, advanced to two NAIA National Tournaments and claimed
142 victories.
“These five guys are all outstanding
people,” Gould said. “They have accomplished a lot on the field in four
years, but I will miss them even more
off the field.”
Coffey contributed a large part of
the team’s success this season, leading the team in OPS (1.154), RBIs (43)
and home runs (10).
“Throughout the season, we
showed moments of pure dominance,
while other moments were filled with
mental and physical mistakes that
proved costly,” Coffey said. “During
tournament play, I thought we battled through the final three games
and really only had two to three poor
innings out of 36, yet those are what
sealed our fate.”
Ending the 2014 season, the Trojans
finish with an overall record of 34-22
and 24-10 in conference play, resulting
in the team’s seventh straight season
with a winning percentage above .500.

Senior Jordan Coffey makes one of his last catches at first base.
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Athlete of the Week

Lauren Ehle
Year

Freshman

Hometown

New Haven, IN

Nickname

LO

Position

Catcher / 3rd Base

Favorite softball memory

Going to state sophomore year of high school

Favorite pump-up song

“Bangarang” (by Skrillex)

Key stat

Homered in each of TU’s four tournament
games last week.
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